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PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY 

Laura Ghiron, MPH, is President of Partners in Expanding Health Quality and Access (Partners), a 

US‐based 501(c)3 non‐profit public-charity organization serving as the main institutional funding 

mechanism for ExpandNet. ExpandNet is an informal global network of professionals working to 

advance the science and practice of scaling up health and development interventions. Ms. Ghiron has 

25+ years of technical experience advising global initiatives, country projects, and diverse programs 

with planning and managing the scaling-up process.   

  

WORK EXPERIENCE 

Partners in Expanding Health Quality and Access  Davis, CA 

President  2005 – Present  
• Leads and oversees all Partners’ activities, including supervising staff and consultants to further the 

organization’s mission  
• Cultivates partnerships with governmental and non-governmental organizations, international and 

multilateral agencies, platforms, donors and academic institutions  
• Chairs ExpandNet’s global Advisory Council (established 2023) and serves with ExpandNet’s Secretariat 

(since 2003)  
• Supports the work of local ExpandNet Affiliate organizations in East, West and Southern Africa, and South 

Asia    
• Develops and implements fundraising strategies to expand organizational offerings, capacity and 

sustainability  
• Provided technical support on scaling for several USAID, MacArthur and Gates Foundation-funded 

projects around the world as well as for several other institutions  
• Co-authored numerous articles, guidance documents, briefs, monographs and web-based documents 

available at ExpandNet’s Tools page, including the Scaling-up Bibliography  
• Co-organized several global technical convenings on different topics and themes related to scale up   

  

University of Michigan School of Public Health  Ann Arbor, MI  

Senior Research Area Specialist                       1997 – 2009  
• Collaborated with various public-health initiatives focused on reproductive health/family planning in 

numerous countries including in Bolivia, Brazil, China, DR Congo, Guatemala, Rwanda, Mali, 

Madagascar and others  
• Partnered with WHO and colleagues in Latin America on implementation of the Strategic Approach to 

Strengthening Reproductive Health Policies and Programmes and the subsequent Reprolatina Project  
  

Stanford University Musculoskeletal Research Lab            Palo Alto, CA  

Head Bone Density Technician/Lab Manager                  1995 - 1996  

Research Assistant II                            1992 - 1995  
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PUBLICATIONS 

ExpandNet. “ExpandNet’s Scale-up Learning Center: A digital learning and collaboration platform.” 

(Forthcoming, expected late 2025).  

Simmons R, Fajans P, Ghiron L. "Scaling up evidence-based interventions." In Weiner B, Lewis C, Sherr 
K. (Eds.), Practical implementation science: Moving evidence into action (pp. 253-275). Springer, 

2022.  

Ghiron L, Ramirez-Ferrero E, Badiani R, Benevides E, Ntabona A, Fajans P, Simmons R. "Promoting 
scale‑up across a global project platform: Lessons from the Evidence to Action Project." Global 

Implementation Research and Applications, 2021, 1:69–76.  

Simmons R, Ghiron L, Fajans P, Lundgren R, Finkle C. “The Implementation Mapping Tool: A tool to 

support adaptive management and documentation of scale up”. ExpandNet, 2020.  

Omimo A, Taranta D, Ghiron L, Kabiswa C, Aibe S, Dodande M, Nalwoga C, Mugaya S, Onduso P. 
"Applying ExpandNet’s systematic approach to scaling up in an integrated population, health and 

environment project in East Africa." Social Sciences, 2018, 7(1), 8..   

Keyonzo N, Nyachae P, Kagwe P, et al. "From project to program: Tupange’s experience with scaling 
up family planning interventions in urban Kenya." Reproductive Health Matters, 2015, 23(45): 
103113.  

Ghiron L, Shillingi L, Kabiswa C, Ogonda G, Omimo A, Ntabona A, Simmons R, Fajans P. “Beginning 
with sustainable scale up in mind: Initial results from a population, health and environment project in 

East Africa.” Reproductive Health Matters, 2014, 2(432): 84-92.   

Hainsworth G, Engel DMC, Simon C, Rahimtoola M, Ghiron L. “Scale up of adolescent contraceptive 

services: Lessons from a 5-country comparative analysis.” JAIDS, 2014, S200-S208.  

ExpandNet, World Health Organization. “Beginning with the end in mind: planning pilot and other 

operations research projects for successful scaling up.” World Health Organization, Geneva, 2011.   

Simmons R, Fajans P, Ghiron L, Johnson BR. “Managing scaling up.” In From One to Many: Scaling 

Up Health Programs in Low Income Countries, University Press Limited of Dhaka, Bangladesh, 

2010.  

ExpandNet, World Health Organization. “Nine steps for developing a scaling-up strategy.” World Health 

Organization, Geneva, 2010.   

ExpandNet, World Health Organization. “Practical guidance for scaling-up health service innovations.” 

World Health Organization, Geneva, 2009.  

Simmons R, Fajans P, Ghiron L, Eds. “Scaling-up health service delivery: From pilot innovations to 
policies and programmes”. World Health Organization, Geneva, 2007.   

Fajans P, Simmons R, Ghiron  L. “Helping public sector health systems innovate: The Strategic 

Approach for Strengthening Reproductive Policies and Programs.” American Journal of Public 

Health, 2006, 96: 435-440.  

Díaz M, Simmons R, Díaz J, Cabral F, Bossemeyer D, Makuch MY, Ghiron L. “Action research to 
enhance reproductive choice in a Brazilian Municipality: The Santa Barbara Project.” Responding to 

Cairo: Case Studies of Changing Practice in Reproductive Health and Family Planning, Haberland 

N and Measham D, Eds, 2002.   

Penteado LG, Cabral C, Díaz M, Díaz J, Ghiron L, Simmons R. Organizing a public-sector vasectomy 

program in Brazil. Studies in Family Planning, 2001, 32(4): Pages 315-328   

https://expandnet.net/news/
https://expandnet.net/news/
https://expandnet.net/news/
https://expandnet.net/news/
https://expandnet.net/news/
https://connect.springerpub.com/content/book/978-0-8261-8693-5/chapter/ch11
https://connect.springerpub.com/content/book/978-0-8261-8693-5/chapter/ch11
https://connect.springerpub.com/content/book/978-0-8261-8693-5/chapter/ch11
https://connect.springerpub.com/content/book/978-0-8261-8693-5/chapter/ch11
https://connect.springerpub.com/content/book/978-0-8261-8693-5/chapter/ch11
https://media.expandnet.net/file/ExpandNet/Main/ghiron_et_al_2021_promotingscale-upacrossaglobalplatform.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/ExpandNet/Main/ghiron_et_al_2021_promotingscale-upacrossaglobalplatform.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/ExpandNet/Main/ghiron_et_al_2021_promotingscale-upacrossaglobalplatform.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/ExpandNet/Main/ghiron_et_al_2021_promotingscale-upacrossaglobalplatform.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/ExpandNet/Main/ghiron_et_al_2021_promotingscale-upacrossaglobalplatform.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/expandnet-imt-updated-oct-2020.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/expandnet-imt-updated-oct-2020.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/expandnet-imt-updated-oct-2020.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/expandnet-imt-updated-oct-2020.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/expandnet-imt-updated-oct-2020.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/expandnet-imt-updated-oct-2020.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/expandnet-imt-updated-oct-2020.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/expandnet-imt-updated-oct-2020.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/expandnet-imt-updated-oct-2020.html
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/7/1/8
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/7/1/8
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/7/1/8
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/7/1/8
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/7/1/8
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/7/1/8
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26278838/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26278838/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26278838/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26278838/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26278838/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24908459/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24908459/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24908459/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24908459/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24908459/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24908459/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24908459/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24908459/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24918596/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24918596/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24918596/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24918596/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24918596/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24918596/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24918596/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24918596/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24918596/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24918596/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44708/9789241502320_eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44708/9789241502320_eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44708/9789241502320_eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44708/9789241502320_eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44708/9789241502320_eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44708/9789241502320_eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44708/9789241502320_eng.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44432/9789241500319_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44432/9789241500319_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44432/9789241500319_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44432/9789241500319_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44432/9789241500319_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44432/9789241500319_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44180/9789241598521_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44180/9789241598521_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44180/9789241598521_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44180/9789241598521_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44180/9789241598521_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44180/9789241598521_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44180/9789241598521_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44180/9789241598521_eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://media.expandnet.net/file/root/scaling-up-health-service-delivery-who-expandnet.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1470499/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1470499/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1470499/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1470499/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1470499/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1470499/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1470499/
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Action-research-to-enhance-reproductive-choice-in-a-D%C3%ADaz-Simmons/0a48f61fe184cf2f195e50571cc8f8ed3728d802
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Action-research-to-enhance-reproductive-choice-in-a-D%C3%ADaz-Simmons/0a48f61fe184cf2f195e50571cc8f8ed3728d802
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Action-research-to-enhance-reproductive-choice-in-a-D%C3%ADaz-Simmons/0a48f61fe184cf2f195e50571cc8f8ed3728d802
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Action-research-to-enhance-reproductive-choice-in-a-D%C3%ADaz-Simmons/0a48f61fe184cf2f195e50571cc8f8ed3728d802
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Action-research-to-enhance-reproductive-choice-in-a-D%C3%ADaz-Simmons/0a48f61fe184cf2f195e50571cc8f8ed3728d802
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Action-research-to-enhance-reproductive-choice-in-a-D%C3%ADaz-Simmons/0a48f61fe184cf2f195e50571cc8f8ed3728d802
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Action-research-to-enhance-reproductive-choice-in-a-D%C3%ADaz-Simmons/0a48f61fe184cf2f195e50571cc8f8ed3728d802
https://expandnet.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Organizing-a-Public-sector-Vasectomy-Program-in-Brazil.pdf
https://expandnet.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Organizing-a-Public-sector-Vasectomy-Program-in-Brazil.pdf


  

 3 of 3  

Simmons R, Ghiron L. “Family planning targets and quality of services: Worker’s perspectives and 

dilemmas.” Journal of Health Management, 1999, 1 (2): 277-292.    

Ghiron LJ, Thompson JL, Holloway L, Hintz RL, Butterfield GE, Hoffman, AR, Marcus R. “Effects of 

recombinant insulin-like growth factor-I and growth hormone on bone turnover in elderly women” The 

Journal of Clinical Endocrinology & Metabolism, 1995, 10(12); 1844-1852.  

Thompson JL, Butterfield GE, Marcus R, Hintz RL, Van Loan M, Ghiron L, Hoffman AR. “The effects of 
recombinant human insulin-like growth factor-I and growth hormone on body composition in elderly 
women” The Journal of Clinical Endocrinology & Metabolism, 1995, 6(80):1845–1852.  

  

EDUCATION 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor – School of Public Health  Ann Arbor, MI  

Master of Public Health in Health Behavior and Health Education  1996 – 1998  

Focus Global Health/Reproductive Health  
  

University of Wisconsin – Madison  Ann Arbor, MI  

Bachelor of Arts in English; minor in Italian  1987 – 1991  

  

LANGUAGES  

English (native), Italian (intermediate), Spanish (conversant), French (basic), Portuguese (basic)  
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